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Lawsuits from Police brutality and misconducts in Dallas have risen over the past years, costing the city council millions of dollars in settlements. Apparently, the city still has millions of dollars more in pending liability claims from unresolved criminal suits against its police department. The increased settlements from criminal suits against the rogue officers are attributable to the new technology that deploys Dash-cam video cameras on the officers and police cars. This technology provides uncensored and unfettered evidence in courts, often leading to monetary awards in damages for the complainants, and disciplinary or legal proceedings against the incriminated officers. The lawsuit settlements by Dallas City Council impose a financial burden on the taxpayers and are a cause for concern. This paper discusses the issue of misconduct by the Dallas Police Department, in relation to the report from the article provided.
The Lawsuits and Money paid out for Police Misconduct
Examination of the various lawsuits in the provided article shows criminal liability on Dallas Police Department.  The professional misconduct by members of the police force against the public clearly manifests. The officers involved deliberately violate the provided professional policies and training procedures when dealing with the public, resulting in injuries and loss of lives. For instance, the case of Fred Bradford (December 2013), who was deliberately struck by a police car while trying to elude police, points to professional misconduct and excesses by the concerned officers. The officers moved evidence to deliberately conceal the crime, an act that violates professional training provided by Dallas Police Department. The $1.15 million that Dallas City Council paid to Fred’s family exhibits of the high costs the city has incurred from 
lawsuits challenging police actions.

The $ 1.1 million settlement awarded to Ronald Jones by Dallas City Council in March 2014 is also a consequence of police misconduct and excesses. Ronald Jones was tortured and jailed on fabricated grounds, charges of which were later quashed when the dash-cam video recordings contradicted the officers’ accounts over the same. The officers’ actions reflect lack of objectivity and professional integrity in the work, despite Dallas Police Chief David Brown’s indications that members of the force are accorded adequate training. Compared to the past years when litigants could not adduce sufficient evidence of police abuse and wrongful convictions, the current situation presents people with more leverage over the evidence, courtesy of the new video camera technology admitted by the courts. Hence, people in Dallas have become more litigious. 

Many more lawsuits provided in the article relates to aggravated assaults on suspects by the officers, resulting in severe injuries on the victims and huge claim settlements by the city council. For instance, police fractured Lavell Fairbank’s skull by repeatedly hitting him on the head with a flashlight. Dallas City Council compensated Lavell $ 423,000 in damages as a result of police actions. Such acts of misconduct are illegal and inform my position on Police Chief Brown’s statement regarding “no excuse” for policy or training violations.
Position on Chief David Brown’s Statement


I support the position taken by Dallas Police Chief Brown, of “no excuse” for policy or training violations by officers leading to monetary compensations to the victims of police misconduct. This is informed by Brown’s own admission of officers acting in excess of the scope provided by law. Such officers, Brown states, violate the police department’s policies and training procedures. Since the misconducts and excesses by officers are not permitted by law, the Dallas Police Department has to pay the hefty compensation settlements.

Being obliged to pay for the damages, as admitted by Chief Brown, would then prompt the city police department to instigate criminal proceedings and disciplinary actions against the officers involved. This would in the process enforce civility in the service. Some cases of police misconduct result in severe bodily harm, impairment, or loss of lives by the victims, warranting the monetary settlement as indemnity. Implicitly, the police department must bear the costs from illegal actions by its members, to safeguard lives and public interest.
Police Misconduct against the Actual Offenders

The real committers of crime also deserve protection against police misconduct and brutality. The civil liberties provide for individual rights, including rights of the accused and convicted persons. It is the law that retributes against the crime to provide justice, not individual police officers. Based on that, those who truly commit a crime should be compensated for police misconduct, if they suffer bodily harm or death at the hands of police. 
